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Lactanti De Ave Phoenice 45

and to summon the new day in a wondrous melody, which neither
the voice of the nightingale nor the tuneful pipe with its Cir-
rhaean measures can match. But neither can the dying swan be
deemed a rival, nor the melodious strings of the Cyllenean lyre,

When .m._.oovcu has loosed his steeds o'er the open plains of
heaven and has shown his whole orb in his onward course, then
with thrice-repeated flapping of wings, she salutes him, and after

Priestess of the grove, sole sharer in thy secrets, Phoebus,

When she has at last completed her thousand years of life, as if
length of years had made her feeble, that she may renew, in her
declining years, the youth that has slipped away, she then leaves
her dear, familjar home in the grove. When, in her desire to be
born again, she has left the hallowed spot, she hastens to this
world where death holds sway.

igneferumque B venerata)ueneranda DE  55.54 reiecit
Leyser apud Brandtium 55 atque . , . celeres)at quae
celeris A 56 _.uunqﬂwmm_u:&o::w_.ﬂmvm:v:u B, enarrabilibus
E nocte dieque)noctae dig quae A 57 antistes)antistis A,
antistites C! Hcaaaﬂoaﬂ.._zn&_on:a luciDE  -que omiserunt
CODD. RECC. verenda)ueneranda BC 58 arcanis)archanis
£ ~uwcmvouvroo~xuo A, foebe C 123-150 post 58 ponit Baehrens
59 mille)millae C, mile A peregerit)pergerit B 60 ac si)ac
se BCDE, ac sibj BAEHRENS, et sic BARTH, hanc et MAEBHLY
reddiderint)reddiderent A, reddiderunt B 61 reparet)re-
pararet B lapsum)lassym CODD, RECC.  spatiis)fatis C ver-
gentibus)urgentibus copp, RECC. 62 adsuetum)assuetum C

nemus et)nemoris ABC cubile)cubicule C 63 cumque)
cum que A reliquit)reliquid AB, relinquit CD 64 tunc)
tum C mors)mox ABC, copp. RECC, 65 derigit)dirigit
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The aged bird djrects her swift flight to Syria, upon which the |
original Phoenix bestowed the name Phoenicia. Along trackless !
wastes she seeks secluded groves, wheresoever through the glens :
a far-off wood lies hidden.

Next she chooses a palm with top towering high in air, a tree
which derives its Greek name "phoenix" from the bird. Into it,
no harmful creature can creep, either slippery serpent or any
bird of prey. Then Aeolus confines the winds to the o'erarching
caves, lest they disturb the bright air with their blasts, or a cloud,
gathered by the South Wind through the voids of heaven, may
shut off the sun’s rays and stay the bird.

She next builds herself a nest, or if you will, a tomb, for she dies
that she may live: yet, by her own eflorts she begets herself.

Here she collects juices and perfumes from the fruitful wood,
such products as the Assyrian gathers or the rich Arab, as either
the Pygmy nations or India harvests, or Sheba's land produces
in its soft bosom., Here the Phoenix piles cinnamon, the fra-
grance of far-smelling amomum, and balsam, together with a

puporeum A, purpereum B - 75 concreta)congreta B Noto)
notus B, nothus C, notis HEeinsius 76 radios)redios A,
radius C obsit)bosit A, ussit BC, interpolati DE sepul-
chrum)sepulchum A 78 nam perit; ut vivat, se tamen ipsa
creat BIRT  ge tamen)sed tamen BC

79 hinc)huic BABHRENS, huc Riese 1§70 odores)odoris A
80 opulentus)opolentus B Arabs)araps ABC 81 Pyg-
Mmaeae)pigmeg A, pigmaee B, pigm®ae C, Panchaeae Heinstus,
CODD. RECC, India)indica B 82 molli)mollit A Sabaea)
sabeaC,sabea A mm&sumacuvmungoacawcm.Qunm:.o:ﬂ
& hic)hinc copp. RECC., BRANDT, huc Riesg dubitanter
auramque)auram quae A, auraque CENTO SANGALL. spirantis)
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mixture of nard. Nor is gentle cassia'and the twig of the odorous
acanthus missing, or tears of incense and its rich drop. To these
she adds tender shoots of full-grown nard and combines with
myrrh thy pungency, panacea.

At once she places her body, capable of change, in the nest
that she has prepared, and on the life-giving couch disposes her
tranquil limbs. Then she scatters juices with her beak around
and over her body, planning to die with a funeral of her own
making. Amid the many scents she then yields up her life, nor is
she apprehensive of her trust of so precious a deposit. Meantime
her body, destroyed by a life-giving death, grows warm; and the
very heat produces a flame. From the far-off heavenly light it
takes fire. It blazes and, consumed, is reduced to ashes.

Engendering in death, she gathers and moulds these ashes into
a mass, as it were, and as a result produces something like a seed.
Men say that from it a living thing without limbs first arises;
but the worm, they say, is milky-white in color. It grows, and

RENS dubilanter 93-94 ante 91-92 ponit Klapp lacunam
ante 93 statuit Birt 93 tunc)huic KLAPP  inter)in A  odores)
odoris AB 94 versuminmargine addidit B' depositi)depositam
AC timet)tibetA  95interea)interimit A, interit; at BAEHRENS
morte)mortae A 96 parturit)protulit copp. RECC. 95-96
interpolatas dicit Leyser 97 concipit)concepit A 98 solvitur)
soluitus A cinerem)cineres DE, RiTscHL, BRANDT

99 velut)velud B massam)cineres AC, cineris B in morte)
in more ABC, in monte E, sine more HeinsIUs, natura RiTscHL,
BUECHELER apud Riesium, Anth. Lat, 731 coactos)coactus
AC 100 conflat)constat copp. REcc.  effectum)affectu A,
effectiD,effictam FROEENER  habet)habent copp. rRECC. 102
sed)sic LEYSER, et MABHLY  vermi)verni A, vermisC  lac-
teus)lactibus A 103 crescit, et emenso sopitur)creuerit in
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after it has passed a fixed time, it slumbers and takes on the
semblance of a rounded egg.

And, just as chrysalids in the country, when holding them-
selves to stones with a thread, are wont to change into a butter-
fly, from this worm is formed anew a body such as the bird had
before. The Phoenix, bursting her shell, comes forth. To her
no food is granted in this world, nor is the task of feeding the
unfledged creature allotted to anyone. She sips the ambrosial
dews of heaven's nectar, a delicate drink fallen from the starry
sky, These the bird gathers, on them she feeds amid perfumes

" until she attains adult form.

But when she begins to mature in the first years of her youth,
away she flies, ready at last to return to her ancestral home. Yet
first, whatever remains of her own body, bones or ashes and her
own shell, she covers with balsam ointment, myrrh, and Sabaean
incense, and rounds it into shape' with her loving beak.

Carrying it in her claws, she hastens to the Sunrise, and alight-
ing on the altar, places it in the holy fane. She presents and

lulat)pululat B exuviis)exuuis B, exubiis AC 109 illi
cibus)illicibus A  est omisit C  concessus)consuetus BAEHRENS
orbe)orbe A 110 nec)ngc A  cuiquam)cuique B cura subest
desinit A 111 ambrosios)ambrosius B, ambrosios B! 112
tenues)teneri CODD. RECC. 113 in odoribus)in dolorib; B

115 ast ubi)has ub' C  coepit)coeperit C  iuventa)iuuentus
C 116 domos)domus B 117 quidquid)quicquid C  proprio)
patrio vel prisco WERNSDORF 118 ossaque)ossa quae C 119
Sabaeo)sabeo B, soluto C, BAEHRENS, solo B, soluta DE 121
quam)que E gestans)genstans C ad ortus)ad urbem
GRYPHIANDER apud Brandiium,ad arces LEVSER, ad hortus ALII
122ara)armaC,almaDE  ponit)promit BC, BRANDT  aede)
agde C  sacra)sagra B! sed correxil B' 123 praestat)prestat
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proffers herself to be marvelled at and worshipped: so great is the
bird's beauty; such tokens of esteem overwhelm her.

First, the color which pomegranates have under the sign of the
Crab when they cover their seeds with a saffron-colored rind;
such a hue as is on the petals which the wild poppy flaunts when
Flora spreads her skirts over the reddenin g land; with a covering
of color like these her shoulders and breast gleam beauteously,
With it the head, neck, and the top of her back are resplendent.
She spreads a tail flecked with tawny golden hue, and in its spots
the blended purple glows.

Her wing feathers from above Iris marks, as oft from above
she paints a cloud with iridescent hues. Her beak of pure ivory
is a beauteous white, shot with vivid emerald, and opens, set
with gems. Her eyes are large; you would think them twin
sapphires from the midst of which lucent flame flashes. A circlet
of rays has been fitted to her famed head, a lofty diadem reflect-
ing the glory of Phoebus’ crown. Scales cover her legs, mottled

humeri)humerus DE, humeros OUDENDORP apud Burmannum
pectusque)pectus C, pectusq: C! 131 porrigitur)porregitur
Blsed correxit B'  distincta)distenta BC ulvo)flavo DE
133 alarum)harum BCDE pennas)pinnas B, inter. DE
insignit)insigne BC, insigneq; DE, lux pingit BAEHRENS de-
super Iris)desuperiris B, de superaris C, discolor, Iris BAEHRENS
alis addidit B 134 pingere)pinguere B nubem)nubes
CODD. RECC. aura)alta CODD.RECC,, EDD., acta HEINs1US, BAER-
RENS 135 insignis)insigne B mixto)mixtis C zmarag-
do)smaragdo BD!E 137 oculi)oculos DE, GRAMM. D, DUB., NOM.
580. 29, copbp. RrECc, hyacinthos)iyachintos B, hiacinthos C
138 lucida)lucidam C micat)migat B 139 aptata est)aptatur
QUDENDORP apud Burmannum, aequataq; B, aequat aq; C,
arquata est BAEHRENS  noto)cuncto RIESE, 1906; rutilo
BAEHRENS, notho C, nota E, toto Epp, 140 Phoebei)Foebei
B, Foebo® ¢ C
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with yellow gold, but a color of rosy hue dyes her claws. Her
body seems to unite the peacock with the richly-adorned phea-
sant. The winged creature which is born in the land of the
Arabs, whether it be bird or beast, can scarce equal her great
size.

Yet she is not sluggish, as are birds of great bulk which walk
slowly because of their heavy weight. But light and fleet is the
Phoenix and full of regal beauty. Such she appears everywhere in
the sight of men. : G

All Egypt comes hither to the wondrous sight, and with ac-
clamations the throng greets the rare bird. At once they carve
her form on hallowed marble, and mark both day and event with
a new title.

All manner of birds crowd together; none thinks of prey or
fear. - The peerless bird, closely attended by the flock of winged
creatures, flies through the sky. The throng escorts her, rejoicing
in this act of devotion. But when it reaches the regions of pure
ether, then the crowd turns back. After that the Phoenix is
hidden in her own domain.

151 huc)hic BC, hine BAEHRENS, convenit copp. RECC.
in Aegyptus) //aegyptus (in erasae) C 152 volucrem)volo-
crem B! sed correxit B? salutat)resultat C 153 exculpunt
sacrato)sculpunt sagrato B! sed correxit B?; insculpunt copp.
RECC.; exsculpunt HEINSIUS  in marmore)in /1 /marmore(cori
erasae)C 155 coetum)coetus C, caelum DE  omne)omnem
C 156 praedae)prede B!, prede BY, predae C ulla)ullus
C, nec memor ulla metus cobp. RECC, 157 alituum)alitum
CE 158 prosequitur)persequitur DE munere)murere B!
sed correxit BY, murmure HEeINsIUS 160 ante illa énlerpunxit
RIESE, BARRRENS, BRANDT  redit illa; suis inlerpungunt CopD.
RECC.  inde)unde B
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O creature of blessed lot, thou fortunate of the birds, on whom
the god has personally conferred birth from thyself]l Whether the
bird is female or male of sex, or neither, blessed is the Phoenix
which cherishes no ties of Venus! Death is her Love. Her sole
pleasure lies in death. That she may be born, she seeks before-
hand to die.

She is her own progeny, her own sire, and her own heir. Sheis
her own nurse, ever foster child to herself. She is indeed herself,
yet not the same; the same and not herself, having attained life
everlasting through death's boon.

seu mas, seu neutrum, vel si sit femina phoenix GALDI 164
colit)coit BAEHRENS 166 possit nasci)nasci possit CODD.
RECC.

167 proles)prolis C heres)heres B? 168 ipsa sui)ipsa sibi
DE 169 quidem)q'dem (q'dem partim erasum) C [eadem
est] omsttunt BCDE, copp. RECC., addidil BAEHRENS  eadem-
que)eadamque B, eadem quia ipsa nec ipsa est DE, quia et ipsa
nec ipsa est CODD. RECC., EDD. 170 aeternam)aeter: ™= C
adepta)ade™pta C  ltem eiusdem claudii ad aelernalem pergit
B Finit de fenice (litterae maiusculae) D, subscriptione carent ceteri




