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Economics 3710 
Economic Analysis of Canadian Public Issues 

Spring 2012 
Dr. Richard Mueller 

 
Reading List 

 
 
I. Introduction – Thinking Like an Economist  
 
Levitt and Dubner, Freakonomics. 
 
Thaler and Sunstein, Nudge 
 
II. Immigrants in the Economy  
 
Green, Alan G., and David A. Green. 1999. “The Economic Goals of Canada’s Immigration Policy, Past 

and Present,” Canadian Public Policy 25, 425-51. 
(http://economics.ca/cgi/jab?journal=cpp&view=v25n4/CPPv25n4p425.pdf)  

 
Desjardins, Dawn, and Kirsten Cornelson. 2011. “Immigrant Labour Market Outcomes in Canada: The 

Benefits of Addressing Wage and Employment Gaps,” RBC Economics Research, Current 
Analysis (http://www.rbc.com/economics/market/pdf/immigration.pdf)  

 
Abbott, Michael G., and Charles M. Beach. 2011. “Do Admission Criteria and Economic Recessions Affect 

Immigrant Earnings?” (http://www.irpp.org/pubs/IRPPstudy/IRPP_Study_no22.pdf)  
 
III. The Economics of Crime 
 
Reid, Scott. 2001. “Should We End Prohibition?” Policy Options (October), 6-12 

(http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct01/reid.pdf)  
 
Erickson, Patricia G. 1998. “Addicted to Law: For a Health Directed Drug Policy,” Policy Options 

(October), 21-4. (http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct98/erickson.pdf)  
 
Single, Eric. 1998. “The Economic Costs of Illicit Drugs and Drug Enforcement,” Policy Options (October), 

3-7. (http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct98/single.pdf)  
 
Hall, Wayne. 1998. “Creating Space for a More Reasoned Debate About Drug Policy,” Policy Options 

(October), 18-21. (http://www.irpp.org/po/archive/oct98/hall.pdf)   
 
Clement, Douglas. 2002. “A Punishing Debate: Does the Death Penalty Deter Homicide?” The Region, 

Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis (June). 
(http://www.minneapolisfed.org/publications_papers/pub_display.cfm?id=3408)  

 
IV. The Economics of Happiness & Well-being 
 
Kahneman, Daniel, and Angus Deaton. 2010. “High Income Improves Evaluation of Life but not Emotional 

Well-being,” Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 107, 16489-93. 
(http://www.pnas.org/content/107/38/16489.full.pdf+html)  

 
Burton, Peter, and Shelley Phipps. 2011. “Families, Time, and Well-Being in Canada,” Canadian Public 

Policy 37, 395-423. (http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/73ww674m13q500t1/fulltext.pdf)  
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V. Income Distribution and Poverty 
 
Frenette, Marc, David A. Green, and Kevin Milligan. 2009. Taxes, Transfers, and Canadian Income 

Inequality,” Canadian Public Policy 35, 389-411. 
(http://utpjournals.metapress.com/content/a7gr12m0757417h3/fulltext.pdf) 

 
Richards, John. 2007. “Reducing Poverty: What has Worked, and What Should Come Next,” C.D. Howe 

Institute Commentary No. 255. (http://www.cdhowe.org/pdf/commentary_255.pdf)  
 
VI. The Economics of Health Care  
 
Drummond, Don. 2011. “Therapy or Surgery? A Prescription for Canada’s Health Care System,” CD Howe 

Institute Benefactors Lecture (http://www.cdhowe.org/pdf/Benefactors_Lecture_2011.pdf) 
 
Dodge, David A., and Richard Dion. 2011. “Chronic Healthcare Spending Disease: A Macro Diagnosis and 

Prognosis,” CD Howe Institute Commentary No. 327. 
(http://www.cdhowe.org/pdf/Commentary_327.pdf)  

 
VII. Global Warming  
 
Jaccard, Mark. 2007. “Designing Canada’s Low-Carb Diet: Options for Effective Climate Policy,” C.D. 

Howe Institute, Benefactors Lecture. (http://www.cdhowe.org/pdf/benefactors_lecture_2007.pdf)  
 
VIII. Public Finance 
 
Flanagan, Greg. 2011. “Fixing What’s Broken: Fair and Sustainable Solutions to Alberta’s Revenue 

Problems,” Parkland Institute (May). 
http://parklandinstitute.ca/downloads/reports/FixingWhatsBroken.pdf 

 
IX. Student Term Paper Presentations  
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