Universidad Autónoma de Sinaloa

Canadian Regional, Urban and Public Policy Issues

February 2006

Dr. Richard Mueller
Class Dates and Times: February 16-18, 24 and 25 (9:00-15:00 each day.)

E-mail: richard.mueller@uleth.ca
Class Website: http://people.uleth.ca/~richard.mueller/spring2006.UAS.html
Required Material:  All readings are available on-line or from the professor and are on the reading list.

Course Objectives:
The purpose of this course is given students some background in Canadian regional and urban economics issues and also an introduction to some related and current Canadian public policy issues.  Seminars will be an in-depth analysis of the related readings, followed by discussion of the readings and possible policy options, complemented with a discussion of economic theory where necessary.  Given the nature of this course, topics may be added and/or deleted.  

Course Readings and Classroom Discussions:
To facilitate class discussion, students are expected to read the course materials before attending seminars.  Before the specific class period questions related to the readings will be available. These questions are designed to highlight the important points in each article, to think about policies that might be appropriate given the results of the literature, and to keep us on track during our discussions.  Attendance in class is not mandatory, but is necessary for the seminar to function properly.  Repeated absences will be noted, both by the professor and your colleagues and will figure into your final mark.

Class Presentation: 

Each student is expected to read the material in the appropriate section and lead a class discussion on the topic.  Each topic should take an entire class period.  The main points of the paper(s) should be outlined, the ideas critiqued, and plenty of time left for discussion of the policy issues.  

Class Participation: 

All members of the class are expected to read the materials ahead of time and contribute to the class discussion.  The class will not work unless we are all able to contribute something to the debate. Critical thinking is what this class is all about.  A sign-up sheet for the topics will be circulated during the semester with the sign-up order randomly chosen.

Final Exam: 

The final exam will be a take-home final.  It will be handed out on February 18th and due on February 25th. 

Grade Determination:

Your final numerical grade will be weighted as follows:

Class Presentation


30%

Class Participation 


20%

Final Exam (take-home)


50%
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