Canmore 2005 update

Joint Annual Meeting of the Entomological Society of Canada and Entomological Society of Alberta, Canmore, Alberta 2-5 November 2005
For more information on activities and accommodation see our website at http://www.esc-canmore.org

*******************************************************************************

Two Mountain Bug Trips!

It might not be ideal arthropod-watching weather in November, but that won’t keep us indoors!  Here are two optional tours for the adventurous entomologist:

(A) A grylloblattid hunt will be organized for one afternoon at the beginning or end of the meeting in Canmore.  This will in part depend on weather, and also on your enthusiasm!  For further details contact Dan Johnson at grylloblattids.r.us@gmail.com, and be sure to mention what afternoon (Nov 2 or Nov 5) best suits you .  If we include National Park sites, that portion of the hunt will be 'photography only'.
(B) Cave tour! We have arranged for two "Explorer" tours of Rat's Nest Cave with Canmore Caverns Ltd. (see http://canadianrockies.net/wildcavetours; telephone toll-free 1-877-317-1178). This cave is located under Grotto Mountain and is the home for about 20 species of arthropods including overwintering harvestmen. Tours are physically challenging but no experience is necessary. Participants should be reasonably fit. Meet at the Radisson Hotel lobby at the designated time (see below). Wear clothing appropriate to the weather (there may be snow; the cave is a constant 5°C) and hiking boots or good runners. Bring a drink and a snack. Cameras should be in a plastic bag hung around the neck. Due to the adventurous nature of the activity, all participants are required to sign a waiver prior to the tour. To save time, please obtain the waiver from the Internet site and fill it out beforehand. Paying the fee prior to the trip will also save time. We will drive in our own or shared vehicles about 15 minutes to a parking lot and then hike about a half hour (1.5 km up 150 m) to the cave entrance. There we will don coveralls (there will be mud), knee pads (we will have to crawl in a couple of places), gloves, helmets and headlamps supplied by the tour operator. Limited collection of arthropods is allowed if the information obtained can be used for educational or conservation purposes. Minimum number to run a tour is 2; maximum, 8 people per guide. The minimum age is 9 years. Please book with the tour operator directly (see above). Cancellation policy: less than 48 hours 50% non-refundable; 24 hours 100% non-refundable. The (reduced) price is $84.53 per person including GST. VISA, MasterCard and personal cheques are accepted. Tour times will be 4.5 to 5 hours from/to the hotel.

Tour #1 (before the conference): 12:30 PM, 2 November
Tour #2 (after the conference): 1:00 PM, 5 November
*******************************************************************************

NOTE:  By error of omission, previous notices for the 2005 Joint Annual Meeting have not indicated that two symposia are sponsored by the Biological Survey of Canada 

(Terrestrial Arthropods): these are Maintaining Arthropods in Northern Forest Ecosystems, and Arthropods and Fire.  We apologize for this lapse.
