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Summer Sessions I and II 

 

June 8 ï July 12, 2012 



Archaeological Field School 

ƷExcavation Overview 

ƷExcavation Schedule 

ƷApplication Procedure 

ƷCourse Requirements 

ƷCosts 

ƷStudent Loans and Funding Possibilities 

ƷRisks, Safety and Responsibility 

ƷWebsite: http://people.uleth.ca/~bubest  

 



An Average Day on the Dig 
June 10 ï July 5 / Sunday - Thursday 
Ʒ4:15    Rise and shine 

Ʒ4:45    Leave for the site on our bus  

Ʒ5:10    Arrive at the site, begin the day  

Ʒ8:30    Second breakfast  

Ʒ9:00    Back to work  

Ʒ13:00  Bus back to the Kibbutz 

Ʒ13:30  Lunch  

Ʒ14:00  Pottery washing and workshops 

Ʒ16:00  Shower/Swim break 

Ʒ18:00  Evening Lecture 

Ʒ19:00  Dinner 
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Tel Beth Shemesh Excavations  
 
 

D. Mackenzie:  1911 ï 1912  
 
E. Grant (E. Wright): 1928 ï 1933  
 
S. Bunimovitz and Z. Lederman: 1990 ï 2011+  
 
 



Site Directors Zvi Lederman and Shlomo Bunimovitz  



Tel Aviv Univ., U of L, Harding Univ. and Brooklyn College  



Century Date (BCE/CE) Period 
Tel Beth Shemesh  

Phase 
Description Historical Event 

20th   

19th BCE 
2000-1800 BCE 

Middle Bronze 

IIA  
Level 11? Tombs 

12th Egyptian dynasty.  

Canaanite city states. 

18th  

17th BCE 
1800-1550 BCE 

Middle Bronze 

IIB -C 
Level 10? 

Gate and  

City Wall  

óHyksosô period. 

15th Egyptian dynasty. 

Canaanite city states. 

16th 

15th 

14th  

13th BCE 

1550-1200 BCE Late Bronze Levels 9 and 8 
Destruction level 

Pantry 

Palace room? 

Canaanite city states 

under Egyptian rule. 

el-Amarna tablets 

12th  

11th BCE 
1200-1000 BCE 

Iron Age Ia   

and Ib  
Levels 

7,  6,  5,  4 

Domestic and large 

buildings 

Olive Oil Indust. 

Donkey Burial 

Arrival of the Philistines. 

Emergence of Israelites. 

Judges period. 

10th  

9th BCE 
1000-800 BCE Iron Age IIa  Level 3 

Commercial Area 

Iron Workshop  

Fortification  

Water Res. 

Emergence of statehood 

and Monarchy in 

Israel/Judah. 

8th   

7th  

6th BCE 
750-701 BCE Iron Age IIb  Level 2 Olive Oil Indust.  

701 BCE destruction by 

Assyrian emperor 

Sennacherib. 

7th BCE 650-635 BCE Iron Age I II  Level 1 
Water Reservoir 

last use 

Last days of Assyrian 

power and dominance.  

Tel Beth Shemesh Chronology ï 2009 will focus on the Late Bronze Age  



Tel Beth Shemesh Excavations  



Iron Age Architecture (Levels 4 -  7), Late Bronze 
Age destruction level is below (orange areas)  



Area B  


